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This course will examine various approaches to and arguments about patterns in and of global politics and the various
organizational forms that populate global politics. Although the study of International Organization (IO) has historically
been associated with the study of formal IOs (such as the UN) and cooperation in particular issue areas (such as in human
rights or trade policy), today most IR scholars would define the field of IO more broadly. Kratochwil says the study of IO
“can be conceived of as the investigation of the various organizational forms that populate the international arena” (1994).
By this he means not just IOs or NGOs but nation-states, international regimes, security alliances, MNCs, economic
classes, democratic forms of governance, nationalisms, ethnicities, and cultures. Many scholars would add to this list the
social construction of collective identities and norms (particularly the norm of sovereignty) which serve as the basis for
contemporary global interaction. This has led Rochester to caustically remark that the study of IO is “the study of patterns
of international cooperation and conflict, rendering it indistinguishable from the study of international politics” (1986).
Rochester is correct to a some extent. Waltz's TIP or Wendt's social constructivism or Wallerstein's Capitalist World
Economy could easily appear on a course syllabus for either IR Theory or IO. Yet the study of IO does have some
characteristics that distinguish it from the study of international politics in general. IO scholars are usually interested in
the broad, historical context of global affairs, typically because they want to map out where the contemporary global
system might be headed, and to do this they need to consider where it has been. Most start from the assumption that there
is or has been a division between the nation-state's domestic realm and the international realm that lies beyond or outside
the nation-state (the very term "international" suggesting the contemporary world of Westphalian politics). IO scholars
also tend to work with the standard disciplinary assumption that the international system beyond the nation-state may be
characterized as "anarchic."
Yet how exactly to characterize this anarchic system, and the extent to which it has and will remain unchanged (along
with the patterns/entities it produces or allows), are the central questions that drive IO scholarship and debate. To what
extent is anarchy, and its step-child the nation-state, being displaced by alternative governing systems? To what extent is
the nation-state as viable as ever and alternative governing systems dependent upon it? To what extent has the nationstate changed, so that it is both viable and displaced? To what extent are we experiencing rapid change and facing a
future that differs dramatically from the past? To what extent are we experiencing the same old patterns that will reoccur
in the future? And how can we recognize when we are experiencing these or any other possible, alternative realities and
futures? How do we know whose version of present and hence future IO is correct?
These are the sorts of questions IO scholars tend to ask, and throughout the semester we will encounter a
wide-range of arguments that describe global politics in different ways, highlight alternative features of
it, and envision contradictory futures based on selective attributes of the past and present. Our goal
throughout the semester will be to skeptically compare and contrast these alternative characterizations of
the globe's political, economic, and social organization and what they imply for its future.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
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You must attend class, do the readings, and participate in class discussions, all of which collectively comprise 10% of
your final grade. Since this is a seminar dependent on class discussions, it unfair to myself and the rest of your classmates
not to have done the assigned readings in advance of class.
The remaining 90% of your grade is based on: A two-page memo based on the readings (10%), 2 short papers (3-5 pages
double-spaced with reasonable margin and font, due during the semester, 20% each), and 1 longer paper (7-12 pages
double-spaced with reasonable margin and font, due at the end of the semester, 40%).
Regarding the memo, once during the semester you will prepare a short memo (1 page single-spaced; 2 pages doublespaced; these limits are absolute!) about that day’s readings, to be handed into me at the start of class. The memo should
provide a brief initial summary of that day’s readings, and then a short analysis of them as related to course themes and
discussions. Memo assignments will be assigned on the first day of class.
Regarding the papers, a paper topic will be handed out one week before each paper is due. You will be asked to
analytically consider the readings and arguments we have been dealing with in our class readings and discussions. You
will be expected to use course reading materials to substantiate your arguments and no additional research will be
necessary for these papers. Papers should be passed in at the beginning of the class when they are, and late papers will not
be graded quickly.
Strictly observe the page limits for the memo and paper (as well as the request for reasonable fonts/margins). These are
serious boundaries and transgression will affect your grade accordingly. I also expect professional standards of writing
(correct grammar as well as page numbers, spell checking, a work cited list, appropriate citation style, and so on). If you
are not sure what these standards are, purchase the Style Manual for Political Science available from APSA or consult
online citation sources (in particular the APA style which utilizes in-text parenthentical citations).
Why I am so strict on these requirements? The profession expects clear, concise, and to-the-point writing which
substantiates its analytical arguments by using the disciplinary literature as evidence. This is the style you will need to
emulate in order to succeed in the profession.
COURSE TEXTS
The books listed below are required for the course and should be available at the Coop bookstore. If
any of the books are sold out ask the Coop to order more. You may be able to find inexpensive, used
copies via online book stores. All of the books are on reserve, but you can also use WorldCat to locate
additional copies (link is on the Library’s website) and/or use inter-library loan. If you do not know
how to use the library website or have questions about how to obtain materials via the library, contact the department’s
library liaison, Steven Batt (steven.batt@uconn.edu; Steven can also provide research assistance).
Seyla Benhabib, Ian Shapiro, and Danilo Petranovic, eds. (2007) Identities, Affiliations, and Allegiances. Cambridge U.
Press.
Thomas J. Biersteker and Cynthia Weber, eds. (1996) State Sovereignty as Social Construct. Cambridge University
Press.
Kal J. Holsti. (2004) Taming the Sovereigns: Institutional Change in International Politics. Cambridge University
Press.
Iver B. Neumann and Ole Jacob Sending. (2010) Governing the Global Polity University of Michigan Press.
Anthony D. Smith (2008) The Cultural Foundations of Nations: Hierarchy, Covenant and Republic. Blackwell
Publishing.
Hendrik Spruyt. (1994) The Sovereign State and Its Competitors. Princeton University Press.
Jim Whitman, ed. (2009) Global Governance. Palgrave Macmillan
In addition, if you have never taken an undergraduate course on international organization, the UN, and/or international
law, you should consult a few basic books on the subject. Two texts which I use in my undergraduate IO course are
Karen Mingst and Margaret Karns, UN in the Post-Cold War, and International Law by Valerie Epps.
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READING SCHEDULE
August 31 -- Introduction to the Course, the Subject Matter, and One Another
September 7 -- NO CLASS (SGIR CONFERENCE)
September 14 – What is Global Governance?
Memo(s):
Preface & chs. 1-4 in Jim Whitman, ed. (2009) Global Governance. Palgrave Macmillan
September 21 – What is Global Governance?
**PAPER TOPIC #1 OUT**
Memo(s):
Chs. 5-9 in Jim Whitman, ed. (2009) Global Governance. Palgrave Macmillan
September 28 – What is Global Governance?
**PAPERS DUE**
Iver B. Neumann and Ole Jacob Sending. (2010) Governing the Global Polity. U of Michigan Press.
October 5 -- Has Westphalia Really Changed?
Memo(s):
Preface & chs. 1-5, 10 (skim the rest) in Kal J. Holsti. (2004) Taming the Sovereigns: Institutional Change in
International Politics. Cambridge University Press.
October 12 – What Came Before Westphalia?
Memo(s):
Yale H. Ferguson and Richard W. Mansbach (1997) “The Past as Prelude to the Future? Identities and Loyalties in
Global Politics,” in Return of Culture and Identity in International Relations Theory, eds. Yosef Lapid and Friedrick
Kratochwil. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, pp. 21-44. [HuskyCT]
Rey Koslowski, (2002) "Human Migration and the Conceptualization of Pre-Modern World Politics," International
Studies Quarterly 46(September): 375-399. [UConn Library Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/3096094]
Chs. 1-2, 12-13 in After Empire: Multiethnic Societies and Nation-Building, eds. Karen Barkey and Mark Von Hagen
(1997) Westview Press. [HuskyCT]
October 19 – What is the Nation and Nationalism?
**PAPER TOPIC #2 OUT**
Memo(s):
Anthony D. Smith (2008) The Cultural Foundations of Nations: Hierarchy, Covenant and
Republic. Blackwell Publishing.
October 26 – Why the Nation-State?
**PAPERS DUE**
Hendrik Spruyt. (1994) The Sovereign State and Its Competitors. Princeton University Press.
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November 2 – How Are National Political Identities Sustained?
Memo(s):
Editor’s Introduction and chs. 1, 3, 7, 11, 15 in Seyla Benhabib, Ian Shapiro, and Danilo Petranovic, eds. (2007) Identities,
Affiliations, and Allegiances. Cambridge U. Press.
Ch. 5 (Doty) in Thomas J. Biersteker and Cynthia Weber, eds. (1996) State Sovereignty as Social
Construct. Cambridge University Press.
November 9 -- How Do National Political Identity & Global Governance Relate?
Memo(s):
Chs. 2, 4, 10, 12, 13 in Seyla Benhabib, Ian Shapiro, and Danilo Petranovic, eds. (2007) Identities,
Affiliations, and Allegiances. Cambridge U. Press.
November 16 – What is Sovereignty?
**FINAL PAPER TOPIC OUT**
Memo(s):
Chapters 1, 2, 4, and 9 in Thomas J. Biersteker and Cynthia Weber, eds. (1996) State Sovereignty as Social Construct.
Cambridge University Press.
November 23 -- NO CLASS (Thanksgiving)
November 30 -- What Role do International Law & IOs Play in Westphalia & Global Governance?
Memo(s):
Mark W. Zacher (1992) “The Decaying Pillars of the Westphalian Temple: Implications for International Order and
Governance,” in Governance without Government: Order and Change in World Politics, eds James N. Rosenau and
Ernst-Otto Czempiel. Cambridge U Press: 58-101 [HuskyCT]
A. Claire Cutler (2001) “Critical Reflections on the Westphalian Assumptions of International Law and Organization: A
Crisis of Legitimacy,” Review of International Studies 27( 2): 133-50. [UConn Library Stable URL:
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20097724 ]
Christian Reus-Smit (2003) “Politics and International Legal Obligation,” European Journal of International Relations
9(4): 591-625 [UConn Libraries via Sage 2010]
December 7 – Are NGOS and Civil Society Undermining Westphalia?
Memo(s):
Robert O’Brien. (2005) “Global Civil Society and Global Governance,” In Contending Perspectives on Global
Governance: Coherence, Contestation and World Order, eds Alice D. Ba and Matthew J. Hoffmann. Oxford, UK:
Routledge, pp. 213-30. [HuskyCT]
Kim D. Reimann. (2006) "A View from the Top: International Politics, Norms and the Worldwide Growth of NGOs."
International Studies Quarterly. 50(1): 45-67 [UConn Libraries via Academic Search Premier]
Ronnie D. Lipschutz. (2005) “Power, Politics, and Global Civil Society.” Millennium: Journal of International Studies
33(3): 747-69. (A revised version of the article is also available in the edited volume, Power in World Politics) [UConn
Libraries via Sage 2010]

***FINAL PAPERS DUE DECEMBER 14 BY 4PM***

5
SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS:
The IO literature is relatively vast and the POLS5330's reading list varies each time it is taught. Below are some texts
that were read for the two prior sessions of POLS5330. You are not required to read these texts for this course, but you
should consult them in preparation for Ph.D. exams and proposals, or for advanced research papers.
Alice Ba and Mathew Hoffmann. (2005) Contending Perspectives on Global Governance: Coherence, Contestation and
World Order. Routledge.
Karen Barkey (2008) Empire of Difference: The Ottomans in Comparative Perspective. Cambridge U. Press.
Karen Barkey and Mark von Hagen, eds. (1997) After Empire: Multiethnic Societies and Nation-Building. Westview
Press.
Hedley Bull. (1995) Anarchical Society: A Study of Order in World Politics. Columbia University Press.
Barry Buzan, Charles Jones, and Richard Little. (1993) The Logic of Anarchy: Neorealism to Structural Realism.
Columbia University Press.
William A. Callahan. 2006. "War, Shame, and Time: Pastoral Governance and National Identity in England and
America." International Studies Quarterly. 50: 395-419.
Rodney Bruce Hall. (1999) National Collective Identity: Social Constructs and International Systems. Columbia U.
Press.
Martin Hewson and Timothy J. Sinclair, eds. (1999) Approaches to Global Governance Theory. SUNY Press.
Yale H. Ferguson and Richard W. Mansbach (1996) “The Past as Prelude to the Future? Identities and Loyalties in
Global Politics.” In The Return of Culture and Identity in IR Theory, eds. Yosef Lapid and Friedrich Kratochwil,
eds. Boulder, CO: Lynne Reinner, pp. 21-46.
Yale Ferguson and Richard Mansbach. (1994) Polities: Authority, Identities and Ideology. U of SC Press
Martha Finnemore and Michael Barnett. (2004) Rules for the World: International Organizations in Global Politics.
Cornell University Press.
Peter J. Katzenstein, Robert O. Keohane, and Stephen D. Krasner, eds. (1998). International Organization at Fifty:
Exploration and Contestation in the Study of World Politics (52, no 4). Entire special issue of IO
Stephen D. Krasner. (1999) Sovereignty: Organized Hypocrisy, Princeton University Press.
Yosef Lapid & Friedrich Kratochwil, eds. (1996) The Return of Culture and Identity in IR Theory. Lynne Reinner
Publishers.
Alexander J. Motyl (2001) Imperial Ends: The Decay, Collapse, and Revival of Empires, Columbia University Press. (ch.
1).
Terry Nardin and David Mapels, eds. (1992) Traditions of International Ethics. Cambridge University Press.
Nicholas Greenwood Onuf. (1989) World of Our Making: Rules and Rule in Social Theory and International Relations.
Uof SC Press.
Christian Reus-Smit. (1999) The Moral Purpose of the State: Culture, Social Identity, and Institutional Rationality in
International Relations. Princeton University Press.
James N. Rosenau and Ernst-Otto Czempiel, eds. (1992) Governance Without Government: Order and Change in World
Politics. Cambridge University Press.

PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION
ISA: The International Studies Association (ISA) is the primary professional organization for
international relations and global studies scholars (more so than APSA). It produces five journals
which its members receive as part of their dues: the International Studies Quarterly (ISQ),
International Studies Review (ISR), and International Studies Perspective (ISP), Foreign Policy
Analysis (FPA), International Political Sociology (IPS), and International Interactions (II).
Mark Boyer and myself are co-editors of ISR until 2012. Prior to this editorship, Mark Boyer was the
lead editor, and I served as an associate editor, of ISP. Each of these journals has a particular focus, and the first journal
listed above, ISQ, is a highly ranked IR journal reflecting the state of the American IR discipline.
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Annual dues for students are $25 with electronic access to the journals ($35 if you want hard copies). Information on how
to join ISA can be found at the association's website: www.isanet.org (scroll down to the student membership category;
don't join according to income categories). If you intend to focus on IR in your studies and career, the professional and
scholarly benefits of membership and involvement in ISA are immeasurable.
If you are going to focus on IR you will also need to attend an ISA annual meeting (usually in February or March) at some
point, but first go to ISA-NE in November, a smaller regional conference to get a feel for what is expected at ISA
conferences. Expect to present at both these venues as you are working toward your doctorate. This year’s ISA-NE
Annual Meeting will be held from November 4-6 in Baltimore and many UConn graduate students and faculty will be
attending. Don’t confuse ISA-NE with the Northeastern Political Science Association (which is the APSA regional
conference).

